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Conclusions

This study found low level of awareness of free cervical

cancer screening among Kazakhstani females. Factors

such as age, living in an urban area, and income were

associated with awareness of free cervical cancer

screening.
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Methods 

A cross-sectional study was conducted among 2,210 women

visiting gynecology clinics in 5 urban regions. A paper-

based questionnaire was used to assess awareness of the

free cervical cancer screening program and to identify

associated factors. A multivariable logistic regression

model was built to analyze data using STATA 16 software

(3).

Objectives

The Kazakhstani Ministry of Healthcare has updated and

implemented a free cervical cancer screening program

using Papanicolaou testing every 4 years for women aged

30-70 years since 2017, which is in place in every region of

the country (1). Despite the presence of a free cervical

cancer screening program (1), cervical cancer is among the

leading causes of female death-related cancer in

Kazakhstan (2). One of the possible reasons for such high

rates of cervical cancer is low awareness of the free

cervical cancer screening program. Therefore, this study

aimed to assess awareness of the program and to identify

the factors associated with awareness. Moreover, this

study aimed to identify the sources of information on free

cervical cancer screening.

Awareness of free cervical cancer screening among 

Kazakhstani female population

Results

In total 2,210 females participated in the study. The mean

age was 36.43±11.26. Approximately a quarter (28%) of

participants were aware that free cervical cancer

screening existed. A major source of information were

medical workers. Women aged between 36 and 45 were

2.54 times more likely to be aware of free cervical cancer

screening in comparison with females aged between 18

and 25. Women from the Northern urban region were 0.54

times less likely to be aware of free cervical cancer

screening in comparison with females from the capital

city. Females with high income were 1.89 times more

likely to be aware of free cervical cancer screening in

comparison with those with low income.
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Figure 1. Sources of information on free cervical cancer screening. 


